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takes liberty to advance, and every gifted Brother, tho' no bet 
ter qualify'd than Feroboam's Prieſts, is preſently recl'ned by - 1 
the Vulgar the moſt edifying Teacher: Methinks, the ſerious + | 
Confideration of the Subject which this Text very plainly and poſi- - 
tively lays before us, may be of no ſmall Service to the Church of 
God: Not only to fatisfy and confirm thoſe that are in the Right, 
but alſo, to. convince and reclaim thoſe that are in the Wrong; to 
ſettle the Doubtful, and to inflame the Zeal of the Luke-warmr and 
Indifferent. For, at the very firſt View, we may perceive the Ne- 
ceſlity of a lawfully Authoriz'd Miniſtry, in order to the right diſ- 
nſing and preaching of the Goſpel ; and whoſo will pleaſe to 
ook a little backward into the preceeding Verſe, will quickly find 
how requiſite it is to the nouriſhing the Vitals of Religion. For 
the Apoſtle, in the former part of the Chapter having ſhew'd, that 
the main end of all Religion is, bat Men may be ſaved, which they 
may obtain by calling upon the Name of the Lord, v. 13. proceeds 
to Argue very rationally,” by a Sorites, How ſpall they call upon him in 
whom they have not believed? And hom ſhall they Believe in him of 
whom: they bave not heard? And how ſhall they Hear withontigs | 
Preacher? And how ſball they Preach except they be ſent 8 A 
which Interrogatives, according to the Scripture Stile, being reſolC-V 3 
into the moſt forcible Negatives, the Scope of all is this: The Way 3} 
to be ſaved, is by calling upon God; But there is no calling ar leaf 
no calling aright) upon him without Faith or Belief; There is no 
Belief without Hearing, for Faith cometh by it, v. 17. There is no 
Hearing aright without a Preacher, and none can be a right Preacher 
except he be ſent: Therefore a primo ad ultimum, which is the wa we 
in ſuch kind of arguing, there is no calling aright, upon God-withe ©? 
out a ſent Preacher. So that it isabundantly evident how neceſlary 
a lawful Miniſtry is to the nouriſhing the Vitals of Religion. 
But before I go any: further, twill be neceſlary that I explain what 
is meant by the Two principal Words in the r 1 


I. this degenerated and itching ear'd Age, when every Pretender 


eant by Preaubing 5, and 2. What, by being ſent, Ice | without 1 
| 2 : gt. they are not. £0 Preach. 3 n Fa Jags IV, : 
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Fir By Preaching, I ſee no neceſſity why it fould be confin'd 
10 that reſtricted Signification wherein 'tis commonly taken, vis. 
a Diſcourſe to the People upon ſome Text of holy Scripture. But 
by a Synecdbc he, of à. Part for the whole; it may very well be exten- 
ded to comprehend the Adminiſtring, Diſpenſing, or Performing. — 

publick Religious Offices of Divine Appointment. | 94 
Secondly, By being ſent, I underſtand one's being lawfully im- 
power'd, com miſſionated, or anbei for the Faeeer theſe 
ices. 15 4 —— Be 
No the Migifteria): Office: is both of Jenks; Dignity and Weight 3 
55 bring, as the Apoſtle ſyeaks, Hebr. 5. 1. Oraain'd for Men, in things 
pertaining to Gas K —— is a Mids-man, as it were, between 
God and the People; To declare the Will: of God to Man, and the 
Deſires of the People co God v; and to Seal Covenants between then! 


| - His grear:Buſinefs is to eſtablif the Kingdom of Heaveh upon Earth; 


and while Men live in this World, to prepare and improve them for 
the next. Not only to ſecure his on Title to the uncorruptible 


Inheritance, but alſò to help his Brother to the fame Happineſs, He 


is 4 Meſſenger and Ambaſſudoy'of the King Eternal; to mediate a 


Peace Wirk Mankind: Afld a Herald, to proc laim the Griteneſs and 
Goodneft of the Almighty Majeſty; to declare his Mercies to the 
Righteous, and his Threatnings to the Wicked, He is a Steward of 
che Myſteries of Godlineſs, to parbel out Divine Favours, and give 
every one his Portion in due ſeaſon. Ie is 2 Shepherd of th Flock 
of God, to fesd them with the finders Milk of the Word „ and a 


Watebman, to take care of their Souls, that they may not become a 


Prey to their ghoſtij Enemies. To teach and to premoniſh, ta feed 
and provide for the Lord's Famil 5 Jo ſerd the Sheep of Chriſt'; 
To hold up the Weak to heal t 
ſeek the Loſt, to bring again the Outcaſts, and ſuch as are diſperſed 
abroad. Under . theſe, and 'fuch like Expreſſions, is this facred and 
honourable Office ſet forth in hol "Writs which in ſhort, is, to 
8 9 together and ynſtitute a urch, to 4p point Officers in It, 
to Regulate, Order ark Direct ix in its Affairs 3 to offer i the 
Sicrifices and Devotions, the Prayers and the Praiſes of the P 
unto God; to declare and e the Will and Word of God to the 
People, 70 Seal Covenants between him and them 4 <to remit the ne 
of the Penitent; and vetain the Sins of the Obſtinate. 
Tunis I take to be the Miniſterial Offlee in its full Extent: Yet 


Sicke, to bind up the Broken, to“ 


erer. M nifter Joes not receive . all of it. but eng, ſuch partsof it. _ 
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* 3 yy 
as 'God and his Church have appropriated to that Order, or Degree, 
223 he is called and admitted. 

By this Time, I make no doubt but | clearly perceiye, not only 
the m. hut alſo the Reaſonableueſ; En chele in yet for the 
further Illuſtration of them, I ſhall 
I. Prove it unreaſonable for any Mano Vſurp, or Latrude into 
the 'Minifteriat Office. 

II. Conſider,” what things are edis ud nuf to a ; due cand 
kowful Admiſnon into it. 
III. Enquirè, who they are hät have a Power to Ordain. 


IV. Anſwer ſome Objections. &1:3 03 Mi 13 
V. Shew the' Opinion of the Primitive/and Reformed Churches 
and finally, make — Application. ST 5790 8 14 3 $8197 


IJ. I | conſider how unreaſonable iel bor u to Uſuvp; or In- 
trude into the Miniſtry. How unreaſonable 2 nay how'into- 
krablea Preſumptien is it? Our Apeſtle makes a Gueſtion of it 3 a8 
if he either 111 it could not be ſo ; or elſe, none would have 
the Impudence tel de it. This dg ſuchn a Honour, which not Man 

ſponld fue to 500% till he heruell of God} Heb. 5. 4. Na Chriſt 

himelf did not take it upon Him, titl he was appointed; for, as the 
Apoſtle Subjoins, he gli {nk Iovified not binfelf to be made an bigh Frieſt; 
bit he that ſaid unto him, t huis ant y Son, = thow art a Prieſti—. 
Indeed the very Nature of rh&-Officetred guires it: Being an Embaſſy, 
it muſt ve Tfeaſen to enter upon it, ——— dy the Prinee: 
How can one Officiate as 4 Heranld, WHO Was never appointed 23 80 
that w hatſbever fuch an one, treats about, concludes upon, or pro- 
chaitrs; cannot be valid 3 vfor⸗ he received/tio'-Authority todo it: 
Nether can it an AG Iblise the Prince! whom he pretended to 
repreſhhe ſeeing he never gate him any ſuch Commiſiion! ' How 
cant one be Steward in a Houſe who was never admitted? Or how 
an he be a Labourer (eſpecially) in God's Vineyard or Harveſt; . 
6 nh Tent" into it ? How carl one pretend to be #-Shepberd 

ng-the- Hock, till the Maſter emplo — withbut running 

the Hard of being recht ned 4 Thief or a Rebber!'s Wolf or 4/De- 
| 2 Whatever wel-medit Zeal may be pretended in this: Pm 

ſürg, tis MMplac d; and not ſo much an undertaking 48 invading t this 
Office; To whom God may fay, Nhat bfg rh t do to Tread my 
Corti 2 Or, Who requird this at your Handi? As he ſaid of the 
— Prophets Fer. — * 21. They tun; the' I never ut them 
| {| themſelves 11, and run furiouſly, - not - knowing why; 


— — 


—— ——.1n%ĩk h 
— f— — — — — 


EY 4; ma 
nor whither, like Abimanz, 2 Sam. XX VIII. and at length, like him 
too, can tell no Tidings. Like the officious Amalekite ; who came 
co tell David of Saul's Death; which, tho' True in the Main, was 
ſurrounded with Lies; and all ſprung from a ſneaking ſelfiſn End. 
But tho! it ſhould be granted, that a Lay-man of good Learning 
and pious Life, might give fully as good Inſtructions and Directions, 
as a lewd, illiterate Clergyman, yet that will not juſtify his doing it 
— publickly, in the Congregation ;- that were allowiug-him to move 
| without his Sphere. Neither doth it follow, that he can offer up 
the Sacrifices of the People, their Prayers and their Praiſes, fo that 
they will be acceptable to the Almighty. We: are unable to 


Illy appointed: One 
F n 


['s ] 
Churches, but Two States of the ſame Church; wherein all Things 
in the latter were typifi'd in the former. And as none but the Prieſts, 
under the Law, were to offer the Sacrifices, and perform the other 
Services of it; ſo I don't ſee, that any but the Miniſtert of the 
Goſpel, are to Adminiſter its Sacraments, or perform its other Offices: 
For che Sacraments (for eee. being ſolemn Covenants between 
God and Man; the external Parts, Water, Bread and Wine, are 
the Viſible Symbols and Seals of them: What Security can any Man, 
who receives them, have; that they are tra — of Chriſt's 
Inſtitution; and ſo do en gage God, as to his part of the Covenant, 
if they be not adminiſter d by a Perſon inveſted with a lawful Com- 
miſſion 2 Man by ſhall Prophecy, or Preach, in Chriſt's Name, and 
no doubt with Zeal enough; but not deing regularly admitted, he 
declares them Tlieves an Robbers, and thi "an will diſown them 
in the latter Day. What a Check ought this to be to ſome au- 
dacious undertaking, and even ſome unthinking Men, who make 
forwardneſs alone a ſufficient Conſecration, and the Seal of whoſe 
Orders has no Impreſſion, but what their own Impudence, and othet 


People's Creduleuſneſs have ſtamp'd upon it. Such Men fruſſi into 


the Miniſtry, upon Pretence of an Ful Call, of Gifts and Graces; 
which nevertheleſs in many of them, are no other than what 
Men might as well pretend to, even tho they had little Learnivg, 
provided they-were well ſtored with à good Stock of crafty Impu- 
dence. At this Rate, we ſhould have äs many Miniſters-as-Peaple) 
and as many Shepherds as Sheep. Neither Moſes, not any of the 
Prophets did go, till they were ſent; and none of the Apoſtles - 
followed: Chriſt; or preached, till he called, and ſent them. To 
A own Ordainer, is a proud, profane Pre- 
ſumption Ler their. Gifts and Graces, theit Learning, Piety, of other 
Qualifications be never ſo great or unimitable, eminent or admirable, 
they are not to Preach till they be ſent, which leads me to the 
IE Thing" I; propos 'd, viz. IO Jeonfider what is requiſite; and ne- 
dceſſary to * awful Admiſſion into the Miniſtry,; Theſe Qua- 
lifications are of two Sorts, Perſona! and Miniſterial ; the former; 
whereof are highly r equiſt and very condutible,. to the better perr 
forming the other, and making it more clloGal; Wakes 18 Ain; i 
and indiſpenſably neceſſary 1 . e I oils ade for 
f Zen Thing is, e gree of 0 nice 
larly a competent Knowledge in abies great Trinbs 3 Deſign ihe 


Uu aN can the teacli Others. ha, are Jgnoramt 
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T ile\blindlead the blind, _ ſhall they not both fall into the Diteh ? Mo- 
was learned in all the Wiſdom of the Egyptians, and St. Paul was 


wWelbverſed in all the I. earning both of the Fews and Greeks; and/dif- 
Turckd learnpdly with the greateſt Rabhi of the oue, and Philoſophers 
of thecother. To be immediately inſpired, wWwas apeculiar Gift, on- 
Iy to: ſom- 1 that upon extraordinary Occaſions; and 
_ -twag only to a few, that our Saviour ſaid, take no Thought. what ye 
ball anſwer, for it ſhall be given you in that Hour. Neither was that 
in andiuaty Conveſſation or inthe Pipi, hut only at the Bar. Tho 
St. Paul 2 not a hiti behind the greateſt Apoſtles, yet his Mind 
ſtood as much in need of Boobs, as his Body did of his Gloak in Win- 
ter, for he ſent for hot h ut the fame: Time, II. Tim. IV. 13. And 
cho Timur ; WAS: adraneld ta the high Dignity of a Biſhop, and an 
| 1 Falch dwelt: r him, yet St. Punl bids him take heed to 
Reading. Indeed tis the Duty of the Clergy to ſtrive after an Emi- 
nency mi this Knowledge for being the Lights of the World, they 
ſhould diffuſe ſuch . as may diſpel all; Clouds of Ig norance and 
Nor, yet threre is no ſtated Menſure or Standard of Knowledge: 
On Lord ent his Diſciplær do preach, when they wre e 
4 rat many Trutlis of the Goſpel; he-ordain'd them Apoſtles, and 
gave them 4s amplen Porrer asthe' Fut her hadgiven him, St. Joh XX, 
2. When! moſſ of them were Ignorant; andi but jew. ofthem pars 
fwaded, of that greatArticle:of his Rx farrecfian. Eminent Knowledges 
( Learned Anthor afferts) is — for agar heit coupe: 


rent Knowledge'is neceſſary for their Ina 1:98 won 8 
Ascher Qualification, is nb 1 e. One can more 
effectualiy teach others that way, whi hath gone and more 


fert nely recommend that tootherd) 2 denc de 
walt he is nat vny a. Director; bu hLeafler, he, will have the 
greater following: And: the more Holy his Life 4 is, the greater will 
his Cave and Zealbe for his Maſter's Serve Iis a deplorable thing 
for one ud reaches to others, to be himfelf a Cat um⁰¹ of; like 
Mercurial Statues}! uiho point tlie fight Road tl Paſſengers, but ne- 
ver wülk in them themſelves. Vet netertheleſs, we are not to think, 
chat they are not trus Miniſters who want hits Holineſs4 for we find 

r n ſendia Juda with the ſame: Authority and Commiſion, 
with the reſt of the Diſciples; yea and all of them (tho! they had. 
Chriſt ſer their Teacher) are ſent to attend upon the Miniſtry 2 the 
n "A 8 5 apc Err Crew, yet becauſe 


u Iniitmctars 7 


the people, he commanded, bee they bid you" obſerve, l hat ob- 
ſerve. and do, hut do not do as the do, St. > Mitt, XA, 2. 3. God 
may feed his Church, as he did Elyab, by a Raven, and make à cold 
Breath kindle the Sparks of Grace in the Hearts Ef others: If the 
Heart be prepared, the good Seed receives no Tincture from the 
Hand that ſow'd it. The greateſt Prophets were but Men of like 
Paſſions, and we ſhould always remember, that tho the n, 


be a beavenhy Treaſure, yet it is contain d in Earthen esel. 


— 


— 


II. Cor IV y. St. Paul rejoic'd when Chr — Was a evil 
men, Phil. 1. 16. And God's -Greatnefs is often magniſied bythe 
meaneſs of the Inſtrument. And as this holds in reſpect of Preg- 
ching; where a great many Qualifications are requiſite, ſo Fe b 
much more in reſpect of the Sacraments, c. where à lawfh 

miſſion is: the chief thing requir' d, and a fall meafure of of Gif re 
ſufficient to the Adminiſtration. Tis nat therefore Perſonal Holi. 
neſs, that gives Authority to the Miniſtry, but only doth contribute 
much to the Efficacy of it. The Perſonal Qualifications of the Ad- 
miniſtrator are very defirable.; yet to expect the Sueceſs of the Or- 
dinances from them, is of dangerous! Conſe terſe. Twas an ancient 


Error of the Donatifts ; it renders Chriſtꝰs 1ands'of none Effect . 


it takes away what aſſurance we can have in the Sacraments ;; it 


puts us in an uncertain Conditiocny and in a word, it 2 5 Ya 


Kdalatrgli 2: d 0% 1013300 tk out 50 0 3 


Let, after all, they 1 own ai) Mitt nt 
Petſonal Gifts untl Holigeſd do et ſu} to take 15 
Office upon him: otherways Diſſemblers 755 — Who ſeem 
to be holy, (and Man cannot difcover them) 11 be Mihiſters 
28 well as.tHoſe who real are holy: Therefgre, cho Gifts*t 
and prepare and hel — one te an 
thaw Tm an inward Call yer there müſt be om ee Hecel 
which 1 isthe-- | — U n 31 g s 8 

Second grand Qual tion, -whi Miniſterial : gel 
Sew ville lege Commiſiiort;- par ering and auttloriz 
him to per orm religious Offices. "Accordingly our ble; Sat ig 
tho he was anointed by the! Holy GhoRt, © ſuffGenrly” chow A wh 
all inward Gifts, Graces and Qualifications ; yet he did not take up⸗ - 
on him the publick Office of the Miniſtry, till an outward: Commit 
fion was given him. And as he got an S ur Conmiiflion hicmfelk; 
So he gave an outward Commiſſion to others, his 1 4 05 and? 8 
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nated others; from whom it has been tranſinitted, and, hauded down 


to our Days, as I himted before. Since then, neither Chriſt, nor 
-Meſes, nor the Prophets, nor Apoſtles, nor primitive Preachers, 

(tho incomparably endow d,) thruſt in to theſe Offices, till they were 
outwardly: — then it clearly appears how neceſſary an outward 


Call is. What Impudence, then, mult it be in any Man, upon Pre- 


tence of his Gifts and perſonal Excellencies, to invade this facred 


| Office 25 Tis this outward Call, whereby Men can know a Miniſt 2 


tis this gives him Miniſterial Power, and inveſts him with Aut 
rity. to diſpence the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, The way of confer- 
ring it, is by Faſting, Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands, by lawful 
Perlons, pronouncing ſuch Words, as expreſs the Power conferr d. 
Act. XIII. 3. 11. im. I. 6. 8 71 
Having prov d that there muſt be an cutward. Call i in orderto be 


| admitted! into the Miniſtry, Lſhall in the 


III. Place, Enquire who they are, that have a Power to ordain, 
or admit others into it? This in the Primitive Church was not que- 
ſtion d.; but in latter Years. has been greatly diſputed: And becauſe 
tis a matter of great Nicety, and the hinge of a Controverly, [ hall | 


2 premiſe theſe general — 


I. Every Society ought to have ſome ſelect Officers or Govemors, 
with Power to order, . regulate and direct its Affairs. 

II. None can be ſuch an Officer or Governour, but as the Laws 
and Conſtitution of that Society does allow: That is, he muſt at 
Jeaſt. be elected, ordained or 1 into that Office, by ſuch Pet“? 
Ton, or Perſons, as have Right and Power to Elect, Ordain or Admit 
him: Otherways, if he be elected, ordain'd or admitted by thoſe, who 
have no Right or Power ſo to do, ſuch an Election, Ordination or 
Admiſſion, muſt be ipſofe8o void, and of none Effect; being done 
d non bahente Poteſtatem, for Cauſa non dat quod non haber. 

3. As a Conſequence from theſe two, it follows, that as ſuch an Ad- 
raiſſion.; is in it ſelf void and null; fo all the Actions done by a Per- 


ſon, acting ſuch a pretended Commillon (eſpecial if in 'Oppoti- 
tion to-t 6195 are duly admitted) are not only — lkewiſe 
| but do eee weich to the: rainy the Conflitution of tht So. 


ciet ae 
| el General 899 are "4 true and evident, that 1 es 
not prove them - but fore 0 further inſide, apply chem wo our 
a N Purpoſe. 
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without them it cannot ſubſiſt, that it have ſome ſelect Perſons, who 
ſhall have Power to order, regulate, and direct it in its Affairs: So it 
mult alſo be, and really is, in the Chriſtian Religion; which, tho 
as to the main End it be internal; yet for the inſtructing and regu- 
lating its Members, and keeping them in Unity among themſelves, 
there are diverſe external Ordinances, the Performance whereof is 
ludg'd in*theſe ſele& Officers or Governors. Thus, the Sacraments 
of . Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, are ſuch external Inſtitutions in 
the Chriſtian Religion, that without having received them, none can 
be called a true and real Member of the viſible Church, or Society 
of Chriſtians, ſince theſe Sacraments are neceſſary Badges of our 
Profeſlion, or being Members of that Society. Now the admitting 
of a Man a Member of this Society, or giving him the external Part 
of theſe Badges, is by the Precept in our Religion, lodg q inthe whole 
Multitude, or body of Chriſtians, but in theſe ſelect Perſons; appoin- 
ted to be Officers or Governours of this Society. This is ſuch a 
Truth, that our Adverſaries, I chiefly mean the Preſbyrerians, make 
it no leſs than an Article of their Faith, as may be ſeen in their 
Weſtminſter Confeſſion, Chap. XXVII. 4. 4. 
Having thus, from the firſt Conſideration; viz. That every So- 
ciety ought to have ſome ſelect Officers, inferr'd, that it ought to 
be; and prov'd, that it really is ſo, in the vile Church, I come in 
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the Innen BI n TELLER RE EIT 
II. Place, to illuſtrate the ſecond General Conſideration uu. That 
none can be ſuch an Officer, but as the Laws of that Society does al- 
low, ec. Now by the Laws and Conſtitutions of Chriſtianity, ſo far 
as we can find, either by Pre:ept or Precedent, — Admi{- 
ſion of the Officers, (wHo may be all comprehended under the gene- 
ral Word Miniſtert) they are to be ordain d, by Prayer, Impoſition 
of Hands, &. By thoſe who are already in Office fo to do. And 
conſequently, they who are pretendedly ordaind by thoſe who have 
no ſuch Power, or whoſe Office negatively is, not to ordlain, are but 
Intruders into tliat Office, and their Ordination null and void, having 
been performed d non habente;Poteſtatem: mn. 
To make an Ordination good and valid, tis neceſſary, that the 
Ordainer, or Ordainers have a Power to ordain, tranſmitted to him, 
or them, by a continued Succeſſion from Jeſus Chriſt, the Founder 
and Legiſlator of this ras or | Religion, For, as on the one 
Hand, if he be ordained by ſuch, as by a continued Succeſſion have 
_received;Pawer to ordain, then is his Ordination valid; ſo, on the 
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other hand, if he be ordain'ꝰd by ſuch, as have not a Right by a con- 
tinued Succeſſion, then is his Ordination void, becauſe twas perfor- 
med by one that had no ſuch Power. Thus thould, a Man who has 
no Right or Power to ordain, uſe all the Prayers and Rights which 
are requiſite or ſufficient for a lawful Ordination; and fo, pretended- 
Iy ordain one; yet that Ordination were in it ſelf void, and the 
Perſon ſo ordain d no other than a Lay- man; becauſe twas perfor- 
med by one that had no Power, which cannotſbe valid, by the Se- 
cond general Conſideration. And farther; ſhould the Perſon. thus 
ordain d, preſume to ordain others, and. ſo hand it down for many 
Generations, yet none of them will he truly ordain'd , becauſe any 
Orders they have, are 'deriv'd from 'one- who had none to give. 
Qui non habet quad der, qunmodo dla bite 
Jo bring the Argument à little nearet home, A plain affirm, 
that Biſbopt have this Power :: And that none is a lawful Miniſter, 
Who is not Epiſcopally ordam d: For the Prodf whereof} let's re. 
member what has been juſt now ſaid upon the Nec uf n Conti- 
nued Succeſſiom; and ſince Biſnops lu Have this continued Surcef- 
ſion, it evidently follows, that they aſone iave this Power to ord 
dain. Now that Bifhops have this continued Sucteſſion, (that is to 
fay, from the Pays of Jeſus Chriſt, to this preſent time Biſhops have 
conſecrated other Biſhops, and ordaind Preſbyters and Daacons, ta 
perform their reſpective Offices) is evident from the undoubted Hit 
ſtories, Records, Paſtimonies and Fraditions of the IJimes, (which 
is the only way wiiereby ſuch thaigs can bd provid, their being; 
no living Witneſſes) and that they have awer to ordain, or that 
thein Ordinations are valid, isown'd by the Preſtyteniant themſe lvas 
lo that I need not inſiſt any further dn this Part of :the Propoſitionsʒ 
that Biſhops have'this Succeſſion but paſs to the other, ithat Biſbobe: 
alone have this Succeſſion + The Conthmance aof any Society is dedu- 
ced in the Succeſſion of the Chief Governors, and nat of the inferior 
Officers. And tho there Have been Preſbyters and Deacons from 
the Days of the Apoſties, as /well ad; Hifhops r U Werernot 
ordain'd by Preſbyters or Deacons, ndther.did they ordain others: 
So that the Succeſſion does not le in ahbem, but in the Biſbop s, b 
whom they were ordain die In: Scripture there is no Salvo mr Bil, 
penſation for the want of Biſnops, ( re Succoffors of the: Apo 
ſtles) therefore we find in Eęeleſiaſtical: Hiſtory, that every Church: 
had its Biſnop. And though there be ſeveral ' Sects ꝓrofeſliiig Chris: 
{tanity who Want them, [yet they: are but gf lar tanding 4nd 
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St. Barnabas io doubt, bete Ef, welk qualified for tlie Work whereutit W 


God had creme ther as any” Sed B ther cafi Fane to 
yet that did not ſufficiently authorize them, (even: God: had 
pointed them, — XIII. 2 A till they fecety'd, an External Com- 


appoin 
miſſion. Neither can' Roc ty juſtify, one's invading x for. God. 1 


may ſhy, wh requix d this at Your Hands? When the Ark was. tot 
2 upon the Cart, W in gre 10 danger, and therefore a 'necel-. 

lity of being ſupported, Ver ches did not juſtify Uzzals 7 EDO, 
it, II Sam. VE'7. the? i apt to think it ede from a wel 
meant Zeal: And tho“ Sammel had broke his Promiſe, whereby Saul 
Was il great Banger, yet that was neither Argument nor Excuſe, for. 
his offering Sactifice 3 which being an Encroachment on the prieſtiy 
Office, the 8 of the Story informs us how dearly D 2 75 for 
it, I. Sam. XIII 8 
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But ay. Tho. Ordination, (or being lawfully fent) ſeems to be 
neceſſary ; yet how ſhall that be got? Since we cannot have a con- 
tinued Succeſſion but from the Papiſts, who by their Errors, Super- 
ftitions ang, Idolatries, have ſo corrupted the V itals of Religion, that 
their Orders cannot be valid. To which I anſwer, the Greek Church, 
tmo' more ignorant, yet is not ſo fully erroneous as the Roman, has 

Biſhops law fully conſecrated, and can ſhew a continued Succeſſion. 
Though the Church of 1285 be erroneous in ſome things, yet ſhe 


has added a great many F 2 5 and entertains divers ſtrange Opi- 
A 


Ui ns about e ſti the THEentL F bh 
115 ate vrelery'd. The Jewiſb Church had greatly degenerated, 


Ver queſtion'd their Authority; St. Paul plainly ſuppoſes a Chriſtian. 
may be an Idolater, as well as a Drunkard or Fornicator, 1 Car. V. 


e e e eee them. Therefore 
| Clergyman acknowledge and renounce his Errors, 
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Third Odjection is, theſe that are Ordain'd by Preſbyters have 


gg oe Qeeltion. And Even upon this puppobre that ix was ſo 
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r own power uſurp'd ; or, by a general Conſent were 
inveſted with the Swperiority, or if you Pleafe to call it Epiſcopal or 
chief” Power: Then it will foHow, that thoſe whom they Ordain'd, 
(and were afterwards called) Presbyters, were no more than Titular: 
And enly theſe x hom-we call Biſhops, are the true Preſbyters of the 
firſt; (Which they ſay, was Chriſt's,) Inſtitution. I prove it thus: 
Theſe Preſbyters who firſt Uſurp'd, or were inveſted with the Supe- 
riority, approftiated the Power to confer Orders wholly to them- 
ſelves, and divided the Miniſtry into Two Orders: To one, they gave 
the whole Miniſterial Power, chat is to ſay, the Whole Power which 
they themſelves had, 'vis: not only to Preach and Adminiſter the Sa, 
craments, &c. but alſo to confet holy Orders; ſo that the Validity 
of their Orders cannot be queſtioned, becauſe they are ſuch Preſby- 
rers as the Presbyterians pled! fbr. But to the other Order, they 
gave only” the Power to Preach,” Adminiſter the Sacraments, GC. 
_ exchiding the Power to confer or tranſmit their Orders; which being 
an eſſential Omiſſton, doth either wholly nullify that Order g (for: 
borium eſt ex integrd Cauſd mulimi eiquoliber Defectu) or at- leafty 
meapacitate them Fea - confetring that which they did not receive: 
Now, only Biſhops being thoſe to whom this 5 Power was given, 
muſt not only have Power to confer Orders, but even the ele Power 
(which is more than we plead for) as being the only Preſbyters of- 
the firſt. Inſtitution: Whereas thoſe, commonly calyd Fre, 
not feceiving this ful Power, are not of the ſame Order with the 
firſt Preſbyters, and therefore cannot Ordain. This is the natural 
and genuine Conf equence of the Preſbyterian Argument, that Preſs: 
bytevs are the only Order of) Minifters under the /Goſpel \ the granting 
whereof quite overturns their own Conſtitution: For then; 2 
are the only Men upon whom that Power 1s conterred, therefore the 
only Preſbyters: So that theſe, commonly called Preſbyters, are no 
more than Titular. And as it can do them no Service to ſay, that 
the Church Government was originally Preſbyterial, and ought fa 
to bel ſo, unlefs they can prove that heir Miniſters, are really usb 
Prefbyters, lawfully Ordain'd, or to whom the ul Power was con- 
fer'd, by thoſe who received ſuch a Power themſelves; ſo, neither 
will the ſaying, that the Power of Ordination is annex d to the 
tn te of Preaching, and Adminiſtrating the Sacraments, and ſo, 
becauſe it ought ta have been, was virtimily conferred; unleſs they 
alſo affirm, that, becauſe the Cup oug bt to be given, as well as the 
Bread, in the Euchariſt; therefore he who receives the Bread, re- 
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1 
the Cup ſo eſſential an Ot n, that it nullifies. the whole external 
part of che Sacrament. Ey en ſo, if the Power of Ordination be an- 


nerd e, qucinſeparabledron: the, Bower of Prezching andeAdmini- 


{trigg::the-83draments, nnd the ane, cannot be, received ithout che 
| other; then theſe who Were rda Nd F reſby ters, by Biſheps, seither 
at, or ſince: the Refornntion, ſand revo ed, were no real Preſbyters, 
therefore, neither are tlie preſent Prethyterian Preſbyters, ho deſ. 
candi from lan, ſxsing any PoWerrrherthad, was negatively, net 
te Ordain, oc 01 : 29h10 owT-ozat 71ttigi ods Deb yt bus 2 
A Fourth Objectiont is, Bi fhopSzand Preſbyters arg all one, for in 
Antient Authors, theſe Words are often us d in the ſame Senſe. In 
| fame. reſpects, a Preſbyter may, very well he called Ws and a 

Biſhop A Prefer ;;ibt qtot net ih g, e, and ſo che Ohje- 
diam falls Wunleſs it be alſa id, thathtatrins dingi/in@edigaltone 
with a Clergyman and: may /Praveh,; hechuſe he N expreſſy called 


the Miniſter of Goll. Rom. XIH. A. which every Clergyman is: Or 
that) St. Peter) Mas 1 mort than-anifldern (ad iHe Ide perhaps) 


becauſer he calls Rim fel, ſon v Regie LO Nhat Reicher Ohriſt nor 
e ere Hegau they: 
den N-, albu, Nen, XVI. Cod go which Of Pravilation 
renders «Miniſter 5: on that: Doacùm is alkene H eur Savieur; or: 
Rn s ord gnied 2s (10t beolg d f 910 21 foi 


Aug toiput che mattermut' of gturbt, I Galvin the Fifth Hachen: 
ther Opinion af the Enit um and RSH Churclbes; as Banding: 


Witneſſes and Monuments af the Fruth z who (eſpecially the for- 
mer) had no: Self. Intereſt, nor ſeæcular Deſign ; but from a pure, I 
hadalmoſ} faid Iuſpir d, Mindy: didPubliſh.and Maintain the Truth, 
inadpire o6 Oppoſition. iH nyo a eee e e 
eSbbegin with thoſe who 192d iſl, ar mear the Days: of our Saviour, 3 
St. :Chement-of Rome, [whole Name is in the Book of Life, Phil. IV. 3. 
in His 1 Fp. to the hint hiihar. 40. ſays, TES 'Ameaps, C. o 
che Hiob Pris/? his. proper Offices were: appointed 3 the Prieſs had; 
*<thicir] proper: Order.; He Leuites their proper Services, and the 
Laiy what was propaf fur Lay- men. Thische apply'd to the Or- 
ders in the Chriſtian Church, Par 42. And N. 44. Kat or ' Aman, Oc. 
Sand the,. Apoſtles cknew: bythe Lordi eſus Chriſt, that Conten- 
« tions: would ariſe abbup: the: Eprſncptl Names ;:iwherefore: having 
< penfe&/ /Eoreknowledge;\\:they: did: oxdain thoſe whom we, have 
mention d before; and furthermore did eſtabliſſi the Conſtitution, 
chat other approv d Men ſhould ſucceed thole:who'dyed, in their 
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St. natius, Biſhop of Autibch, and Vartyr, A. D. 17000 through- | 
out all his Epiſtles 1 is fo full in this Matter, that our Adverfitics cih 
find nothing to ferve their Turn, but to fay, they are not ate 
The learned BiſhopPrarfn has Written ſo deny a on Thich 2 55 
that al Le Clerk 1 in his Oriticks, the april thei ebf 2b 
tionis ane 955 is Epiſtle to the N Loy Fog GAs 
is no Ch eber thes Elect. | 
151941: Drendus, Biſhop of 27% 100 Tm Wo * pda 5 
fourifhe&AC D. CLXXX. writing #dverſl Rreſes, 
bemus numerare, &c, * We, 125 reckon thoſe' w ire, le 
LN in che Church b the Att, and their Sacechy 25 * 
to Our Times: Aud if knew Hidden Myſter 
<-wopld, dbabtlefs, are e eee chi 77 to thoſe” 19 whe 
aneh Drhbitte>-He" Chntete tEtRIVED [Jha HS Yew 1 
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*** d, A. D. CCL. is very full aud poſitive in this matter ; 
pic 2 33. Lapſis, : Divina lege frndatum eſt, &c. 
Lis eſtabliſhed by the divine, Law that every Act of the Church 
* ſhould: be e by the Biſhop. He tells Horentius, Hb. Gb. 
Tick enim Sc biſmata, &c. © Fon from hence Schiſms and Hereſies 
* have ſprut and do riſe, while the Biſhop who is one, and S0 
« Dbz rung Church, by a proud Prelumption | is deſpiſed. 
© " Opratus Biſhop of Mileve in Numidia, A. D. CCC XV... in 2 
oe? kmagainit, Parnienian, Certa eh ry Ke; & The Church 
has h ſeveral Members, Bilkops, Preſbyters 3nd; Deacons, and 
ee the Company, 1 the Faithful. 5 
1M Ambroſe Biſhop of Milan, A. D. CCCLAX. de dignit. ſac ado. 
3, © There is nothing. to be found i in this World, more excellent 
chan the Prieſts, nothing more eng than the Biſhops. 
a God requires ane thing, TOM Bichop, another from a Prethyrer 
cc another from a . ag and another from a Layman. 
St. Ferom (whom the Preſbyterians cite oftener than all the * ner 
eſe who flonriſhed, A. D. OCLXXX. in Ep. ad. Tit. 
„When it began, to be ſaid, T am of Paul, I of 4po, 
a PRE thro the whole World, that one Cor from among the 
40 Preſbyters, ſhould, be ſet OVER the reſt. Here he makes Epiſ- 
« ary in the Scriptural Times, when the Apoſtles were yet alive. 
to Euagrius, ut Jian, fe (oP That we may kno * 
: ln bi By re! Was: taken f. rom the pattern of the ola Te 
« ment, the ſame that Aaron and his Sons (High Prieſt and Prieſts) 
and the Levites were in the Temple, Biſhops, Predbyters and Dea. 
« cons,are in the Church. 
1 might here ci St. Auſtin, and a a great many pr WES ſurround 
us like a Cloud 4 Witneſſes and alſo 1 many Canons of Councils, 
wherein the neceſſity „Authority and divers Orders of the. Clergy 
are particularly 9 PCI it not ſwell beyond the 
uſual Bounds of a 8800 on, J cannot forbear to take notice, 
-how all Sorts and Sets of Chih 9925 1 Orthodox and Hereticks, 
e ip this point: Erius is reckoned a Heretick 
e for-yenting the. 592 02 that there was no real Diffe- 
9 8 tween a Biſhop and a Preſbyter. 


E even to this Day, the Church has never Wanted 2 
lergy, and the. ſeveral. rders and Degrees of i it: Tho' the 
1 of Rome has aſſumi d a Tyrannical Authority over his Fel- 
low-Biſhops-:- Which. with. 2 great manx other Corruptions that 
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had crept into 8 Church, call'd aloud for a Reformation; which 
God was graciouſly pleaſed to effectuate in many Places: And what was 
the Judgement of the Reformers in this point, I am now to lay before you. 
Bur, before I can do it, I muſt premile, that the Reformation, in moſt 
Places, was begun and carry'd on without the Conſent of Authority : And 
alſo, that at firſt, there were but few of the Clergy, who embrac d it; fo 
that it was impoſſible to bring ic to a perfect Maturity; but meeting with 
great Diſappointments, they were forc'd to bear with the want of a great 
many things (eſpecially in the external part of Religion) which otherways 
they would have retain'd, and alſo to ſubſtitute and admit of diverſe others 
which they (having no Precept or Precedent for) would not have eſtabliſn- 
ed, had not Difficulties, Inconveniences and Neceſſities, which were al- 
moſt inſuperable, depriv'd them of the former and driven them to the lat- 
ter. | , | 
Having premis'd this ſhort and general Apologetical Account, I begin 
with the Church of England, the Glory and Bulwark, or Sun and Shield 
of the Reformation, wherein there's nothing more evident than what all 
along J have been ſpeaking upon, has been her conſtant Doctrine, in her 
Articles, Canons, Liturgy, and Forms of Ordination. In the XIXth of the 
XXXIX. Articles, tis faid, © In the viſible Church, there is a Congrega- 
ce tion of faithful Men, the Word and Sacraments. Arr. XXIII. "Tis not 
© lawful for any Man to take upon him the Office of publick Preaching, or 
© miniſtring the Sacraments, till he be called and ſent, by Men who 
ce have publick Authority to call and ſend Miniſters. One being ſent and 
ordain'd, tho' he be evil and vicious (which are juſt Cauſes of Depoſition, 
yet (till he be depos'd) his Unworthineſs does not hinder the Effect of the 
Sacraments, Art, XXVI. Nor his want of Learning, or Inſufficiency to 
preach, as may be ſeen at large in the Canons, eſpecially the LVII. That 
theſe who have Authority to ordain, are Biſhops, is evident by the Canons, 
and Forms of Ordination, where the ſeveral Degrees, Orders and Offices 
of the Clergy are plainly ſet down. And that theſe are not of Yeſterdays 
ſtanding, but have been ſince the Days of the Apoſtles, together with the 
Neceſſity of Biſhops, (ſince without being Epiſcopally ordain'd, none is 
reck ned a Miniſter in our Church) is poſitively declared in the Preface to 
the Ordination. | | | 
As for the Lutheran Churches, they retain'd Biſhops wherever they could 
do it conveniently, and to this Day they have Biſhops in Sweden, Denmark 
and Norway ; in Germany, they have. Superintendents, and General Super- 
intendents ; and where they could not have Epiſcopacy they lamented it. 
I need not inſiſt upon the particular Opinions of Melancthon, and other Di- 
vines, but ſhall rather cite ſome Teſtimonies from their Confeſſion of Faith 
about it. In the Confeſs. Auguſt. Art. XIV. tis declar d, Thar it was not 
© any diſlike at Epiſcopal Government, but the Cruelty of Popiſh Bilhops, 
© who did by all means hinder the Reformation of Religion, Which did 
** diffolvethat Government and canonical Policy, quam mag noperè tupieba- 


2 diſcipline, as a Pattern to be followed. 
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ce jf not all, Biſhops continued Popiſh, and in legal Poſſeſſion, the Refor- 
mers could get none of them to Conſecrate Proteſtants, Biſhops; and they 


could not ſubmit to the Popiſh Biſhops, becauſe of their utter Averſion to 
the reformed Principles. Yet nevertheleſs, they declar'd, that they did 


APPROVE Epiſcopacy ; and were ſo far from having the Fault imputed 


to them, that it did not remain amongſt them ; that they were moſt wil- 
ling it ſhould be CONTINUED, if the Popiſh Biſhops, would forbear 
their Perſecutions and turn Proteſtants. For, ſay they, in the foreſaid Con- 
feſſion, Hic iterum teſtatum volumus, &c. Here, again we will have it teſti- 
© fied, that we ſhall willingly continue the Eccleſiaſtical Policy, if the Bi- 
* ſhops will forbear to rage againſt our Churches; this is our Will, and it 
* ſhall Excuſe us before God and all Nations, to all Poſterity, that it cannot 
ce be imputed to us, that the Authority of Biſhops is decayed. I ſhall bring 


one Teſtimony more from that Confeſſion. Tit. de Poteſt. Eccl. Sept jam teſtati 


ſumus. &c. We have already often teſtified, that we, not with the greateſt 
c Piety that can be, do reverence that Eccleſiaſtical Power inſtituted in the 
& Goſpel, butdo alſo very much approve the Eccleſiaſtical Policy, and D E- 
©<GREES in the Church, and deſire to RET AIN it, as much as we can, 
* We do not REFUSE the Authority of Biſhops, provided they do 
ce not compel us to do againſt the Command of God. 

. Here is a ſufficient Teſt of the Judgment of the Lutherans ; I ſhall, in the 
next Place ſee what Calvin and his Followers ſay in this Matter. He is 
commonly. reckoned the Father of the Presbyterians, becauſe indeed he ſet 
up a kind of Presbyterial Government, and none of the Calviniſts have Bi- 
ſhops ; yet he never condemn'd, but rather commended that Order; lamented 
their unhappy Circumſtances, why they could not have it, and own'd the 
Want of it, a; Defe#. All that he pretended, was, that his Form of Govern- 


ment was in it ſelf allowable, when a better could not be had; but never in- 


tended it as a Pattern to others. Take his own Words, Ad Card. Sadolit. 
Talem nobis Hierarchiam i exhibeant, & c. If they will give us ſucha Church 
© Government, wherein the Biſhops ſhould be chief, but ſo that they refuſe 


& © not to ſubmit to Chriſt, and to depend upon him as their only Head, 
(his meaning is, if they will be Proteſtants) then ſurely, if any ſhould. 
© be found, Who would not reverently, and with the utmoſt Obedience, 


© ſubmit themſelves to it, I own there is no Curſe great enough for them. 
Beza, Calvin's Succeſſor, was not alittle diſpleas'd, when ſome thoughthe 


intended that their Diſcipline (which Neceſſity made them erect) ſhould be 
© Pattern to other Churches: for wherever they might have Epiſcopacy, (ſays 


he) Fruantur igitur qui volunt & poterunt, in his Book againſt Hadr. Saravia, de 
Miniſtr. grad, Cap. 25. Wherein, tho_upon the main he was Presbyterian, 
yet he ſays, ab/it ut hunc Ordinem temere aut ſuperbe reprebendam, God forbid 
de that I ſhould raſhly or proudly reprove that Order. and 21. Chap. ha- 
© ying ſhew'd, how the Tyranny of the Popiſh Biſhops did hinder the Re- 
> formation, tells he did not mean Proteſtant Biſhops, nor yet their Geneva 
Neque tamen, &c. Neither do 
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ce Tyranny, for what Arrogancy were. that? Yea, why ſhould we not 


* acknowledge, and honour with all Reverence, all that are 2% ſo called, 
ce as the Faithful Paſtors of the Chriſtian Church: it they will imitate the 


Example of theſe moſt holy Biſhops, in the Primitive Church? and re- 
* form God's deformed Houſe, by the Rule of the divine Word: much leſs, 


*© that we ſhould preſcribe to any Church, any where, to follow our pecu- 
* liar Example, which ſome moſt falſly and impudently object, we do. 
Siqui erunt, 8&c, © If there be any (which yon ſhall hardly perſwade me 
© to believe) who reject the whole Order of Biſhops ; God forbid that any 
* Man in his right Wits ſhould afſent to the Madneſs of ſuch Men: And 
** particularly ſpeaking of the Epiſcopacy of England, he calls it a ſingular 
© Bleſſmg of God, que utinam illa ſit perpetua. 4 

I've inſiſted the longer upon Calvin and Beza, becauſe they are com- 
monly, (tho without Reaſon) reck ned our Enemies, and our Adverſaries 


Patrons. 


—- 
* 


That this was alſo the Opinion of the French Proteſtants, tho indeed. | 
Blondel and Salmaſins were no great Friends to it) may be ſeen in Dr. D. 
rells Government of the reform d Churches beyond Seas; in Monſieur Claud Let- - 


ter to the preſent Lord Biſhop of London; and by the Practice and Confor- 
muy of many Thouſands of them, who came hither for Shelter. 15 75 
o which may be alſo added, the Letters from the preſent Profeſſors at 
Geneva to the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Lord Biſhop of London, and 
Univerſity of Oxford. | 
We may allo gather the Opinion of the Church of Holland, from the Sy- 
nod of Dort, A, D. 1619. Which was the only Proteſtant Synod of Di- 


vines from ſeveral Churches: wherein, when the Biſhop of Llandaſ pro- 


teſted, © That his ſuffering any other to preſide, when a Biſhop-was pre- 
* ſent, might (becauſe of the then particular Caſe) be no Infringement of 


* the Epiſcopal Authority, none of the forreign Divines objected againſt it. 
And when he told them, © Their Diviſpns aroſe from the want of Biſhops, 
The Preſident, Bogermannm, an{wer'd, Domine non ſumns adeo felices, My 


Lord, we are not ſo happy as to have Epiſcopacy : neither was this con- 
tradicted: ſoit could not be a Complement : for neither the Perſon, Place, 


Company, nor Occaſion could allow of ſuch. - As Biſhop Hall who was a 
Member of that Synod, and preach'd before it, tells us, in his Treatiſe of 


Epiſcopacy. 


- 
- 


Thus I've taken a View of the Opinions and Apologies of the Reform'd n 


Churches abroad: but before I make an end, 'twillnot be amiſs to enquire 
what the Reformers in Scotland, ſaid or did in this Matter: For that is uſu- 


ally reck ned an Anti-epiſcopal Country: They had much the ſame Senti- 


ments with the Reformers abroad, were for Epiſcopacy, as ſoon, and as 


regularly, as poſſibly they could: In the Parliament that eſtabliſhed the Re- 
formation, A. D. 1560. There were diverſe Prelates who ſat there, and 
voted for it: There were ſeveral Biſhops who embrac d the Reformation, 
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rity, as much as any Biſhops did : Nor were theſe merely Nominal, or on- 
ly elected, but were ordain d to that Office, by a particular Form, where- 
in theſe Words are uſed p O Lord n look upon this our Brother, fo Whom we com- 
mitt the chief Care of thy Church, within the Bounds of L This, I think, 
is as much as what any Biſhop receives, I mean the chief Charge. Knox 
himſelf their great Reformer, who relates this in his Hifory, aſſiſted a Bi- 
ſhop at the Coronation of King Fames VI. In the Year 1572. They had 
a formal Epiſcopacy, which continued ſome Years ; nay, there was not ſo 
much as a Presbytery, (their Eccleſiaſtical Conſiſtory) eſtabliſh'd till full 
twenty Vears after the Reformation. K. James took care to ſupply all the 
vacant Biſhopricks, and (upon his Succeſſion to the Crown of England,) to 
eſtabliſh Epiſcopacy more regularly, by Law: both he and his Son, King 
Charles the Martyr were zealous Patrons and Promoters of it, till in the great 
Rebellion, twas overturn'd, but was reſtor'd with the Royal Family, and 
continu'd in a flouriſhing Condition, till ſome Politick Men, Leaders of an 
other Party, prevail'd ſo far, as to get it ſuppreſtac the late Turn of Affairs: 
Yet notwithſtanding it has no legal Eſtabliſhment or Toleration there, there 
are many Thouſands of the moſt noble, wealthy, and Learned Men, in the 
Kingdom, zealous Aſſertors of, and Confeſſors for it. 

Thus ye ſee, how unanimous the Reformers were for Epiſcopacy, la- 
mented the want of it, and pleaded mere Neceſſity for their eſtabliſhing | 
any other Government: I don't juſtify, neither do I altogether condemn 
their Practice: Yet our Diſſenters, can expect no ſuch Allowances, as is 
charitably thought, God and good Men will give to Neceflity ; for they, 
EP want, but oppoſe, refiſt, yea and condemn Epiſcopacy, as Tyranni- 
cal, unlawful and antichriſtian; do rent the Peace of the Church, ere Altar 
againſt Altar; In a word, are e on, interloping Preachers, Buſie 
Biſhops in another Man's Dioceſe. 

I- might enlarge upon each of the preceding Heads, did not the time 
uſually allowed for a Sermon, call for a Concluſion, and Application what 
has been delivered: which I ſhall-do, by giving ſome Advice and Di- 
rections to the Laity, and alfo, (but with all due Deference) to the 
Clergy. 2 85 n 5 

1. Since tis unreaſonable for any Man to invade the Nuuterial Office, 
upon any Pretence whatſoever: Then, let every Lay-man take good heed 
that he commit not this Sin. If he have any extraordinary Gifts, let him be 
truly humble, (which is one of the firſt and greateſt Duties of Chriſtianity, ) 
leſt they prove a Snare unto him; for they are apt to raiſe in Men a high and 
vain Opinion of themſelves, and an undervaluing of others: therefore our 
Lord caution'd his Diſciples, not to rejoice in them. There were many in 
the Church of Corinth extraordinarily gifted, but were ſo far from being 
ielf den) d, and Proof againſt Vanity, that upon Pretence of theſe Gifts, 
(which they truly had, in far greater Meaſure than any in our Days) they 
Dog too much upon them, and broke the Peace of that Church: whereupon 
St. Paul and Clement ſent each of them, Iwo Epiſtles, to quaſh that Schiſm : 
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for Schiſm, or want of Charity. The different Gifts in the Church, are 
like the Members in the Body, wherein one doth not glory it ſelf againſt 
another ; but every one acts in its proper Stationin due Subordination to 
the Head: And if any one does not act for the Benefit of the whole, it makes 
a Schiſm in the Body. So if any one, (ſuppoſe the moſt gifted) does not 
duly imploy theſe Gifts forthe ſupporting the Church, the Myſtical Body 
of Chriſt, he wounds the Church, and makes a Schiſm init. Such Know- 
ledge puffeth up: and all theſe Gifts, even Faith, in the moſt exalted De- 
gree, will profit nothing at all, 1. Cor. XIII. St. Paul himſelf was not ſe- 
cure from an overvaluing himſelf upon this Score, therefore a Meſſenger, a 
Satan was ſent to buffet him, leſt he ſhould be exalted above Meaſure, 2. Cor. XII. 
7. Since then unqueſtionable, and divinely inſpired Gifts, may prove a 


Snare unto Men, and cannot juſtify their moving without their Sphere; let 


every one who thinks himſelf thus gifted, ſeriouſly try that Spirit, whe- 
ther it be of God? If he finds it be, and that he is internally called to the 
Miniſtry, he is not to take it upon him, till he apply himſelf to a Biſhop, 


who (no doubt,) if he find him duly quality'd will admit him into that ſa- 


cred Office. 
2. A Minifter being thus Sent, tis the People's Duty, 1. To give Obedi- 


ence to his Doctrine, to be perſwaded by his Advice and Exhortations, and 


to ſubmit and conform to the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Church. The 
Clergy are Fathers and Guardians, Rulers and Watch- men of Souls, there- 


fore have Authority, which not only implyes, but requires and demands 


Obedience : Obey them that have the Rule over you, for they watch for your 
Souls, Heb. XIII. 17. Not only is Obedience and Conformity requir'd to 


ſuch of their Commands, or Advices, as are poſitively expreſt in holy Writ, - 


but alſo to many other Things, (eſpecially in the external Part of Religion, 


which they, by the Truſt and Authority committed to them, ſhall enjoyn. 
St. Paul preſcrib'd diverſe Things for which he had no expreſs Revelation, 


and requir'd Obedience, becauſe he had found Mercy to be accounted Faithful; 
and he thanght he had the Spirit of God, 1. Cor. VII. 40. They have Authori- 
ty to do all Tings decently and in Order, which plainly ſuppoſes they are Jud- - 
ges what is ſo. {he Church has done and alter'd many Things, for which 


there's no particular Warrant or Command in Scripture, and yet is not to 
be blam'd for it: ſuch as, the changing of the Sabbath, taking away the 
holy Kiſs, tho expreſly commanded, 1. Cor. XVI. 20. Giving the Lord's 
Supper, before Dinner, and Baptizing Infants, for which there's no direct 
and poſitive Text, tho by good Reaſon and Conſequences, it may be prov'd 


lawful and expedient. And as they are to be obey'd, fo allo to be honou- 
red, 1. Tim. V. 17. Efpecially if they be laborious and well deſerving, who 
are to receive double Honour doubled upon them, which is commonly called 
Reverence and Maintenance; St. Paul bids you hold ſuch in Reputation, and e- 
ſteem them very highly in Love, Phil. II. 29. To deſpiſe them, is to deſpiſe - 


| 
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Chriſt, St. Luk. X. 16, And becauſe the People mick'd the Meſſengers of God, 
and miſuſed hs Prophets, the Wrath of God was againſt them, 
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ſignifies, the Apoſtle's Canon is, let him that & taught in the Word, miniſter 
unto him that teaches, in all gad Things, Gal. VI. 6. And as they who mni- 
{tred about holy Things did partake of the Sacrifice, even fo, hath the Lord 
orcain'd, that they who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live by it. They ſhould 
have ſuch a generous Allowance, as may ſet them above either the Cares 
or Contempt of this World: Tis not only the Prieſt's Due, but the People's 
Duty: Who goeth a Warfare at his own Coſt? or who feedeth a Flock, and eateth 
not of the Milk, 1. Cor. IX. 7. The Apoſtle dealt very plainly, when he 
ſaid, If we have ſown unto you ſpiritual Things, u it a great Matter if we reap 
your Carnal Things? What they get, is not to be reck'ned a free-will Offe- 
ring, or meer Matter of Bounty, but rather a Debt owing from the L aity, 
who ſhould be no leſs thankful to the Miniſter for taking it, than he to them 
for tendering it. The detaining it is Sacriledge, the higheſt Degree of Rob- 
bery, not ſo much from Man, as from God, Mal. III. What Portion of 
one's Eſtate is thus due, I ſhall not determine: only I muſt ſay, that 7yrhes, 
or at leaſt a generous and comfortable Subſiſtence to the Clergy, may be 
proy'd by holy Scripture, as plainly, as many principal Parts of the Chri- 


=_ tian Religion. | | 
in To the Clergy I have two Things to ſay ; 4 
. As tis a Sin for any Lay- man to invade the Miniſtry, fo tis no leſs a2 

Sin for a Clergy Man to exceed their Commiſſion : For a Deacon to in- 

vade the Office of a Prieſt, or for either of em to withdraw their Obedi- 

ence from, or encroach upon the Office of a Biſhop. Tis no leſs than Re- 
bellion, or as St. Jude phraſeth it. v. 11. To periſb in the gainſaying of Core: 

for he, an Inferior Clergyman, or Prieſt of the ſecond Order, withdrew 

= His Obedience from the high-prieſt, to whom it was due, exalting himſelf 
and his Order) in Oppoſition thereto: But I will not inſiſt upon this; for 
I don't think any of us inclin'd that way. | 

2. As we have the Mniſterial, fo we ought to endeavour for the Perſo- 

nal Qualifications : Let us not neglect the Gifts or. Graces that are conferred . 
upon us, but rather ſtir them up. Since we are God's Holy ones, let us 
pray that his Urim and Thuwmin, Light and Perfection may be with as, Deut. 
Bo XIII. 8. Not only barely execute our Office, but alſo have all thoſe 
Things which may make it more effectual. Let us advance in Learning, 
that we may explain the Word of God aright, be able to anſwer and con- 
tinue the Gainſayer, and thereby put to Silence the Ignorance of fooliſh | 
Men. Let's follow Holineſs, (the Inſcription of the High Prieſts Mitre) 
and walk regularly and ſtrictly before all Men; that they ſeeing our good 
Works, may glorify our Father which is in Heaven: So ſhall we have a 
good Report of them that are without; and ſave, not only our ſelves, but 
alſo them that hear us. Let us be Examples to the Flock, in Word, in Con- 
verſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith and in Purity, x. Tim. TV. 12. Let 
us always remember the great Truſt committed to us, and conſequently 
the great Account we have to make. The Charge of Souls is given us; 
and if we do not warn the wicked, though be dye in bi Iniquity, God will re- 
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Thoughts, (as we promiſed at our Ordination) as much as poſſible from 
worldly Affairs, and ſet our ſelves to obtain the great end of our Miniſtry: 
Preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine. Let our Diſcourſes be plain and proſi- 
table, ſound and ſolid: being fully perſwaded of the Truth and Neceſſity 
of what we deliver; which ſincerely affecting our own Hearts, will in all 
Probability have the greater Influence on others. | 

Our moſt worthy Dioceſan, in his Viſitation Charge, told us, That a 
* Clergyman, muſt not only be good but excellent, an Example to his 
* Flock, and an Honour to his Profeſſion. He mult inſtruct by his Life, 
© as well as Doctrine, and make the one, not only the tranſcript, but the En- 
© forcement too of the other. As to his Office, he ought not only to read 
© the Service of the Church, but to read it audibly, diſtinctly, affectio- 
ce nately, with Fervor and Devotion. To preach plainly, but yet uſefully, 
«© and correctedly ; ſo as to inſtruct, excite, convince, and even convert 
© the molt obſtinate and hardned Sinners. To expound the Principles of 
„ Chriſtianity, clearly and eaſily: To confirm them fully and plainly from 

the Authority of holy Scripture, that ſo every one may learn and profit 
* by it. | 

158 only one thing more to add, which reſpects both Prieſt and Peo- 
ple; and that is, to recommend a Cordial Zeal to our eſtabliſhed Church; 
which I doubt not, but ye are all perſwaded is the beſt upon Earth: 
'Tis good to be Zealouſly affected in a good Thing. Let us hold faſt the Profeſſion 
of our Faith without wavering, and in theſe divided times, pray for the 
Peace of Feruſalem, for they ſhall proſper who truly love her. We believe but 
one Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, out of which there is no ſuch viſi- 
ble or certain way of Salvation ; how then, can any be indifferent or 
luke-warm, either for this or the other Party, as if Men might be equally 
ſaved in all Secs. As good be for Baal, as halt between two Opinions; and 
better be cold than /uke-warm: becauſe the Church of Laodicea was neither 
hot nor cold, but luke-warm, God ſpu'd her out of his Mouth, Rev. III. 
How zealous was the Pſalmiſt 70 75 ſaid, FI forget _ O Jeruſalem, - 
yea, if I prefer not thee above my chiefeſt Foy, let my Tongue cleave to the Roof” 
_ * gd my Right Hand 9 Canning. Plal-CXXXVIL 1 — 
we are to be moderate, that is gentle and charitable towards thoſe, whoſe 
Unhappineſs it is, to have miſled Conſciences, and ſo do diſſent from us: 
yet this Moderation can never extend to make us any ways embrace, or be 
in love with their Opinions: They went out from us, becauſe they were 


not of us, let them return unto us, but let not us go unto them. Charity, 


or Moderation, can never extend ſo far as to deſtroy the Faith; and ſo long 
as we are to be ſtedfaſt and immoveable, to fight, ſtrive, and earneſtly con- 


tend for the Faith, Ido not ſee that Moderation can have any great Place, 


in ſuch Things. Moderation takes Place in ſuch Things as in themſelves 


are lawful, but in the Exceſs, vitious ; it can only abate ſomething of tje 


Rigou 
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- *to it. Our Canons expreſly ſay, that a Schiſmatick, or any who denys dur 
Church to be a true Church, or who calls our Ceremonies ſuperſtitious,” 
or holds ſeparate Meetings, is excommunicated ip/o Fao; if any eſpecially 
one who profeſſes to be of our Church, go to, or encourage ſuch, 
he is a Partaker of their Sin, and excommunicated, as well as they, with 
the greater Excommunication, tho' there be no Declaratory Sentence, as 

| the Canoniſts hold: and ſo, among other Things may be deny'd the Sacra- 

ment, and Chriſtian Burial, except they repent and be reſtored, Cay. III. 

FI. IX. X. XI. The Toleration Act only takes away the Penalties which 
certain Laws inflicted upon Diſſenters; but as to the Spiritual or Internal 
| Puniſhmegt, no Temporal Power intermeddles withit, which intrinſically 
| belongs to the Power of the Keys. Liberty, ar moſt, (as I take it, but 
fl with all due Deference to Authority) ſhould be granted to a conſcientious, 

but not to a politick Diſſenter. And I cannot but obſerve, how thoſe who 
are greatly for Toleration and Moderation, and enjoy the greateſt Benefit 
by it, (when that Party had the upper Hand,) were moſt immoderate and 
perſecuting; who ſaid ofour Church, as the Edomits ſaid of Feruſalem, down 
with it, even tothe Ground: may not We uſe the Words of the Royal Prophet, 

Remember them, O God, who ſaid ſo: But whatever they did, or da, ler us 

not forſake the aſſembling of our ſelves together, under the Miniſtry of . 

them that are ſent; but hold the Faith, in the Unity of the Spirit, in the 

Bond of Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life, which God of his great Mer- 

cy grantunto us, for the Sake of the chief Biſhop of our Souls, Jeſus Chriſt 
the Righteous, To whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt be all 


Honour aud Glory, world without end. men. 
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